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THE COLUMBIA PATTKRN. 

HE Columbia pattern, by Messrs. Warren, Fuller 
& Co., is perhaps the finest design produced by the 
above firm for the coming season, of which we give 
an illustration. It is a clever arrangement of Ren- 
aissance leafage, enclosing the United States shield, 

and is printed in a large 

number of impressive 

schemes of color, upon a 

clouded ground made to 

resemble the loosely hang- 
ing folds of a textile 

fabric. The effect is pecu- 
liarly airy and artistic, 

while the very original 

background gives a feel- 
ing of magnificence to the 

general effect, the impres- 
sion being that of richly 

wrought lace design 

thrown upon the rich 

folds of a curtain im- 
mediately behind it. 

The artistic use of this 

virile conception will be 

very accurately shown in 

the new catalogue in 

colors which will be pub- 
lished by the firm in Sep- 
tember, and which will 

contain suggestions for the 

application of the firm's 

new goods for the dec- 
oration of walls, friezes 

and ceilings. Mr. S. How 

makes the color drawings 

for this catalogue from 

the new season's designs. 

The numerous illustrations 

will show the application 

of wall paper decoration 

to the various apartments 

of the housp, and the cat- 
alogue will be the finest 

of its kind ever published. 

There is a ceiling design 

made for the Columbia 

pattern, which is also 

shown in our illustration, 

an appropriate decorative 

accompaniment to such a 

scheme of decoration. The 

frieze also shown is a 

horizontal treatment of 

the same pattern, and of 

course is produced in the 

same line of colorings as 

the wall patterns. 

The firm wishes it to 

be particularly noted that 

this pattern can be printed 

omitting the shield from 

the design, so as to render 

the pattern of a still wider 

application in the decor- 
ation of private homes, 

where the taste of the 

inmate would prefer the 

pattern without the addi- 
tion of the Columbian 

shield ; and, in fact, many 

of -the papers are being 

printed without the use 

of the shield on either 

wall-paper or frieze. 

We might also point 



out that the ground on which this admirable pattern is printed 
is utilized in the construction of various other patterns, and 
there seems to be no limit to the change of effect that can be 
produced by the use of such a ground effect. It is singularly 
broad, and out of the beaten track of wall-paper backgrounds, 
and is sure to please the public, who have been searching for 
just such a decoration. 

Another commendable design is the Princess Eulalia pat- 
tern, which is a Spanish rendering of the fleur-de-lis, and still 

another pattern is a Moor- 
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The Columbia Pattern. 



Manufactured by Warren. Fuller & Co., from the design of 
Mr. Gr. De Louvres. 



ish arabesque of intricate 
interlacements, suggested 
by the decoration of the 
Alcaz^r. The colors are 
more than usually brilliant 
without being a slavish 
copy of the original. Mr. 
De Louvres, the principal 
designer of the firm, has 
also adapted a beautiful 
pattern from a drawing 
by Pergolese. The style 
is the Italian Renaissance, 
and will form an exquisite 
decoration for a boudoir. 

These, of course, are 
hand painted papers, and 
in the same category of 
goods are fine Hindoo 
scroll effects printed on 
cheviots of extra width. 
There is a noble line of 
friezes with and without 
gilt effects, made fro har- 
monize with the various 
tints of the plain ingrain, 
which are to be used as a 
fin : sh to ingrain walls. 
One of the most beautiful 
conceptions we have ever 
seen in hand-made papers 
an orchid design printed 

blended effects ; each 
floral bouquet is produced 
in an artistic gradation of 
color, many different 
colors being employed in 
the different patterns, and 
the individual floral effects 
are outlined with gold. 
Tire effect is exquisitely 
beautiful, reminding us of 
the beautiful enamel 
effects achieved by the 
Japanese in their cloisonne 
vases. 

The line of patterns 
produced in glazed papers, 
giving a satin effect, will 
be another novelty of this 
year's goods. Their new 
designs in pressed leather 
papers are in mosaic 
effects, and Renaissance 
scroll work. As a con- 
genial departure in pressed 
goods, the firm has ex- 
perimented with great suc- 
cess in embossed hangings 
faced with denim, a tex- 
tile fabric which is ex- 
tremely durable, and 
which is produced in var- 
ious strong colorings. 
Such hangings have all 
the beauty of the real 
tapestry surface, allied to 
the relief work which is 
nowadays produced in a 
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thousand substances, ranging from paper to plaster. But really 
their illuminated leather papers, in -which the pattern is in 
gilt on leather effects, are sumptuous beyond description, and 
it is only a step from the consideration of such goods to their 
line of French tile effects, in which tile borders are embossed 
in low relief, upon a heavy paper, which is afterwards varnished 
and tinted in colors to simulate the appearance of the enameled 
tiles. 

Referring to the already mentioned ingrains produced by 
the firm, we should remark that they manufacture a line of 
pressed leather friezes, in which the ground of the frieze pat- 
tern is printed in harmony with any of the tints in their line 
of ingrains. Not only are the effects of the illuminated leather 
thus realistically simulated, but we find a line of designs that 
reproduce all the splendor and softness of embroidery in gold 
and silver. These designs are so successful in their resemblance 
of embroidery that we wonder where the art of the wall-paper 
manufacturer is to stop, for really nothing that can exist, 
whether made of stone, metal, wood or woven material, with- 
out being simulated in wall-paper that comes within the reach 
of the poor man's purse. Just as the daily newspaper in the 
hands of the toiler takes the place of a library of books, wall- 
paper clothes itself with the magnificence of wood, brass, or 
marble, leather or drapery, so that any dwelling, however mod- 
est, can be enriched with suchv magnificent effects at a cost 
economical out of all proportion to the luxuries enjoyed. 

In their line of machine goods, eight different grades are man- 



will, in such a selection of papers, have their love of color fully 
gratified. 

Messrs. Warren, Fuller & Co. are not only manufacturers of 
fine wall-papers, but they carry. on a large decorative business, 
and their retail store, in connection with their factory in 42nd 
street, is stocked with wall-paper productions— not merely those 
of American manufacturers, but selections of the finest goods 
manufactured in France, Germany and England. To enumerate 
the wonderful beauty of what may be called their foreign de- 
partment of wall papers would be an endless task. 

Customers come to the store from all parts of the country, 
for it is a well known fact that when a man achieves wealth, 
and wishes to obtain the very best decorations in the market, 
he naturally heads for New York. In this city alone is the 
greatest possible recognition given to decorative art, by reason 
of the fact that a man coming to New York is prepared to pay 
more for a specific pattern than he will pay in Chicago or 
Philadelphia. After all there is but one New York, and people 
here will spend money more freely for decorative luxuries than 
they will in any other part of the country. 

A POETIC FRIEZE. 

IN THOMAS STRAHAN & CO.'S new line, which is now nearly 
completed, the trade may be prepared f for some agreeable 
surprises. Never before has this firm, which has built up a 
reputation for artistic and novel things in the decorative line, 
made so great an effort to produce goods, while extremely bold 




Section of the Eden "Frieze. Manufactured by Thomas Strahan & Co., Chelsea. Mass. 



ufactured. These are blanks, flats, ingrains, embossed and plain 
gilt, silks, felt and heavy wool effects. Decorated stripes printed 
on ingrain are a novelty of this year's goods, and there is a line 
of very broad stripes, produced in crystaline effects, which pos- 
sess a very realistic silken lustre. There are aline of embossed 
water silks, some of the grounds being in old rose, turquoise 
blue, and other soft colors, which are beautiful selections and 
are illustrations of the extreme beauty reached by the wall- 
paper art. 

In plain and embossed bronzes, very artistic and original ef- 
fects are produced that will prove most useful as decorations. 
The various shades of pigeon, light blue, moss green, Russian 
green, and fire copper bronze, are used with amazing dexterity. 
As regards the colors employed in their designs in general, it is 
gratifying to observe that the tendency is towards a more lim- 
ited scale of tones and gradations than heretofore. Manufactur- 
ers, in employing designers generally stipulate the number of 
printings, not merely on the scale of expensive production, but 
in recognition of the fact that if wall-papers are to conform to 
the requirements of art, such a multiplicity of tints can never 
be satisfactory. In viewing the productions of the firm as a 
whole, we discern the fact that the manufacturers have pro- 
duced, at a very moderate cost, a most extended scale of orna- 
mental effects, clothed in garments of an almost infinite number 
of color gradations, whether the schemes in detail are broad, 
strong or delicate. Those who possess an individual sense of 
good color and a perception of good lighting and forms of rooms, 



in conception, are at the same time practical and beautiful. 
Amongst the choice productions of this year is a decoration for 
rooms above wainscoting to be used continuously or in panels, 
or as a deep frieze which they call ''The Eden." It is a glor- 
ious tangle of tropical foliage, and flowers designed for them by 
the famous Boston artist, Abbott Graves. With this decoration 
the entire side of a good sized room can be completed without 
repeating the design. The block is an exquisite specimen of 
printing, and is an accurate and faithful reproduction of the 
artist's conception. 

Another work of art produced by this house is an antique 
landscape design which is worthy of being framed as a picture. 
Nestled in a quiet nook beyond an expanse of glimmering 
water, lighted as if by the rays of the setting sun, the old 
mill sports its weird misty wings. The eye rests upon this 
after looking through one of the most beautiful effects of 
vague forest and shadowy ferns ; the whole making a rest- 
ful picture which cannot fail to inspire a poetic feeling even in 
those who prefer the commercial side of wall-paper. 

The above-mentioned specimens of this firm's product for 
the coming season we especially note, but the line is full of 
good things and' contains many new designs and comprises 
various styles and specimens not only of the floral, but the 
Oriental, Indian, and an extremely artistic line of the pre- 
vailing Empire style. We cannot in this space enumerate the 
many thing3 which will appeal to the artistic taste in this, line 
of goods. It is simply excellent, and will find a ready market. 
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